
Graduate Research Assistant 
University of Utah Prison Educa�on Project 

2024-2025 
 
Through a commitment to social transforma�on, the University of Utah Prison Educa�on Project 
(UPEP) advances educa�onal equity through on-site higher educa�on, empirical research, and 
advocacy. We engage a bachelor’s degree program, credit- and non-credit-bearing coursework, 
general academic programming, and arts enrichment with incarcerated adults at the Utah State 
Correc�onal Facility. You can learn more about the project here. 
 
Posi�on Descrip�on: 
The Graduate Research Assistant will be responsible for facilita�ng weekly on-site opera�ons at 
the prison, communica�on with UPEP students and staff, and xxx. 
 
The ELP Graduate Research Assistant Must: 

• Have excep�onal aten�on to detail and the ability to successfully manage mul�ple 
tasks. 

• Be able to successfully pass a criminal background check required for entering the 
prison. 

• Have a valid driver’s license. 
• Have reliable transporta�on to drive to the prison. 
• Be able to be on-site at the prison at least three �mes per week. 

 
Key Responsibili�es: 

• Coordinate and help facilitate weekly schedules at the prison. 
• Serve as key contact for UPEP instructors and staff when problems arise; work 

collabora�vely to address problems in real �me. 
• Serve as a representa�ve of the UPEP program with the Utah Department of Correc�ons 

and on-site college programs. 
• Other responsibili�es as assigned by UPEP leadership team. 

 
The ELP Graduate Research Assistant Can Expect to: 

• Learn how to and prac�ce effec�ve communica�on across mul�ple stakeholders with 
different values. 

• Apply theore�cal and philosophical commitment to educa�on. 
 
For addi�onal informa�on, contact: Erin L. Castro, PhD: erin.castro@utah.edu 
 
Tui�on Benefits eligible, $24,000/academic year s�pend. Supervised by UPEP Manager, Daycy 
Gomez. 
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