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Message from the VP
This was a difficult week as our Black
Cultural Center was the target of a bomb
threat on Tuesday. I had some time to sit
with my thoughts, and I want to share
that I appreciate more than ever the
opportunity to be with others. I am
grateful for the connections I was able to make with some of you this week to share
updates, feelings and information. I know I cannot connect with each of you
individually, but I hope you were able to reach out to each other and be there to
support one another during this difficult time. I hope for all of us, and for our students
especially, that we can be with others for comfort in the moment, inspiration for
action in the near future and support for sustained efforts in the long haul.

Martin Luther King,
Jr. Day
Jan. 17 marks Martin Luther King, Jr.
Day.  This day is used as a
remembrance of the achievements
of MLK. At the University of Utah,
we celebrate the educational access

and opportunities that Dr. King’s legacy has provided in the United States. Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. Week (MLK Week) has become a platform to engage students, faculty,
staff and community members in critical conversations around contemporary Civil
Rights issues and race in America. All are welcome to get involved and participate!

Find a list of events happening from Jan. 15-21, 2022 during MLK Week, here.

MLK Saturday Service
Project Updates
Registration is now closed. Also, due to
the rapid rise of COVID-19 cases, all in-
person projects have now been canceled.
All registrants will receive an email
notifying them of this change.

Spring 2022 Back-to-
School Town Hall
Last week, campus leaders discussed
plans for Spring semester in light of new
pandemic challenges. In short, the bad
news is that we are expecting to see a
steep spike in cases over the coming
weeks due to the highly contagious
Omicron variant. The good news is that

the vast majority of our campus community is vaccinated, which will help slow the
spread, minimize serious illness and reduce staffing shortages.

Update to vaccine
requirement for U
students
Students who attend the University of
Utah are required to be fully vaccinated
against measles, mumps and rubella
(MMR) and COVID-19 or indicate a medical, religious or personal exemption for one or
both. Starting this semester, students will need to receive a booster to be compliant
with the COVID-19 requirement. Students can get the vaccines by scheduling an
appointment with the Student Health Center, visiting coronavirus.utah.edu to find a
location on campus or using vaccines.gov to find a location in their community. More
information can be found in this @theU article. 

Linda K. Amos Award
Submission
The 2022 Women’s Week Committee is seeking
nominations for the 21st annual Linda K. Amos Award
for Distinguished Service to Women. Linda K. Amos the
founding chair of the Presidential Commission on the
Status of Women, was a professor of nursing, and
served for many years as Dean of the College of
Nursing and as Associate Vice President for Health
Sciences. Throughout her career, she was the champion
for improving the status and experience of women on
campus. This award recognizes an individual staff or

faculty member who has selflessly given time and energy to improve the educational
and/or working environment for women at the university.

The deadline for nominations is Friday, Jan. 21, 2022, at noon. 

Racist & Bias Incident
Response Team
The Racist & Bias Incident Response
Team oversees the creation,
implementation and long-term success
of university protocols, programs and
processes to provide appropriate and
calculated responses to incidents
involving bias and racism at the university. The Racist and Bias Incident Response
Team was created in late 2019 and aimed to bring together perspectives and processes
from across the university in order to develop a coordinated approach to responding
to racist and bias incidents on campus.

Visit the RBIRT website to learn more about the reporting process, find updates and
support resources. 

Submit your Black
History Month events
We want to know what you are planning
for Black History Month at the University
of Utah.

If your department has an event in the
works, submit your information here. We will compile these events into one calendar
and assist with cohesive outreach efforts across the entire U system.

Welcome, Dr. Paisley
The Office of Undergraduate Studies is
pleased to announce the appointment of
Karen Paisley, PhD as the assistant vice
president for academic affairs and senior
associate dean for Undergraduate
Studies (US). Throughout her twenty-
two years at the University of Utah, Dr.
Paisley has had numerous administrative
roles. Her service and administrative
work for the last 15 years has focused
primarily on curriculum policy and
decision-making in relation to student success. Dr. Paisley's appointment in
Undergraduate Studies commenced on Jan. 1, 2022. 

Keith Squires named
chief safety o�cer
The University of Utah has announced
Keith Squires as the university’s next
chief safety officer. Squires has been
serving as interim chief safety officer
since April 2021. His appointment to lead
the university’s safety operations is
effective as of Jan. 1, 2022, and provides
continuity of leadership and strategic
initiatives, including the work already
underway to become accredited through

the Commission on Accreditation for Law Enforcement Agencies. Read the full @theU
article to learn more. 

Campus Rec Happenings
Join Campus Recreation Services!
We have a special incentive to help you on your way to a NEW U in 22!
Join the gym and receive the current month free and a free “Why U Rec” T-Shirt! More
information here. 

Personal Training Open for New Clients
We’re now open for new personal training clients! Get a headstart on your New Year’s
goals with personalized programming from a nationally certified personal trainer. Get
your $80 New Client Package, which includes a full fitness assessment and two
follow-up sessions, here.

Spring Intramural Sports Registration
Basketball, indoor soccer and volleyball registration is now live! Check out league dates
and sign up here.

"Sexual Citizens"
authors visit 
The authors of "Sexual Citizens: A
Landmark Study of Sex, Power, and
Assault on Campus," Jennifer Hirsch and
Shamus Khan, are speaking at the U.
There will be a public lecture on Jan. 20
from 12-1:30 p.m. and smaller discussions,
by invitation, from 2-3 p.m. and 3:30-
4:30 p.m. Find more information here. 

Sexual assault
campus climate
survey now open
U students will have the opportunity to
voice their experiences about the sexual
assault and sexual harassment climate of
the University of Utah campus as they
begin the Spring 2022 semester. Surveys
were sent out on Jan. 10. Find more information by reading this @theU article. 

Something on Your
Mind?

COVID-19
Resources
Coronavirus.utah.edu
Vaccine Opportunities
General Campus Questions Hotline 
801-213-2874 
Health and Testing Hotline 
801-587-0712
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